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SECOND BOARD OF GOVERNORS (BOG) MEETING
On 3rd July 2019, Second Board of Governors (BoG) meeting held at Niper-A chaired by Shri
Ketan Patel, Chairman BoG and attended by other esteemed Bog members.

Prof. Alok Prakash Mittal, Dr Shubhada Chiplunkar and Dr. Amitava Das
visited NIPER -A
On 3rd July 2019, Prof. Alok Prakash Mittal, Dr Shubhada Chiplunkar and Dr. Amitava Das
members of Board of Governors (BoG) NIPER - A visited us. They visited various labs and
interacted with the Faculty members and students of NIPER-Ahmedabad.
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NIPER-JEE 2019
NIPER Joint Entrance Examination 2019 (NIPER JEE-2019), for admission in Master’s and Ph.D.
programmes of all seven NIPERs was conducted by NIPER-Ahmedabad. The preparation for
this national level examination commenced six months before the scheduled examination
date. The process went through several stages comprising of brochure preparation,
procurement of questions from different NIPER faculties and experts, Questions paper
preparation for MS and PhD, document verification of students for eligibility, admit card
dissemination, centre allocation to different students all over India, actual conduct of online
examination, result declaration, and finally ending with counselling and admission for both
MS and PhD students at NIPER Ahmedabad. JCC meetings at regular intervals were conducted
with the participation of all NIPER Directors, Chairman JCC and Chairman NIPER JEE-2019 to
discuss issues and progress regarding the smooth conduct of NIPER JEE-2019. The online
logistic support for carrying out this exam was provided by Tata consultancy services (TCS),
which made the entire process smooth and hassle-free.

In total, 2265 and 446 candidates were registered for MS/M Pharm/M Tech/MBA Pharma and
Ph.D. program respectively for admissions to various NIPERs. Considering a lot of late entries
and last-minute rush, the date for online registration was extended till 25th May 2019 to
accommodate last minute entrants. The online downloading of admit cards for the exam was
made available from 1st June 2019. For making question paper for NIPER JEE-2019 exam,
faculties from different NIPERs and experts from pharmaceutical colleges all over India were
asked to submit questions for NIPER JEE-2019 which were carefully scrutinized and evaluated
before being finally considered for the online test.
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On 9th June 2019, NIPER Joint Entrance Examination (Computer Based Test) was successfully
conducted. A total of 19 TCS ion centres all over India were allocated for conducting NIPER
JEE-2019 online test. For each centre, NIPER Ahmedabad faculty were sent as an observer to
monitor smooth and fair conduct of the exam. NIPER JEE-2019 results were declared on the
12/06/2019 of the exam similar to that of last year.

The counselling session started with a group discussion for MBA student (8th-9th July)
followed by their counselling on 9th July 2019.The panel of experts for group discussion
comprised of distinguished faculty from NIPER Mohali, NIPER Hyderabad, NIRMA University,
Gujarat University, Pharma Industry etc. The entire process was lucidly conducted by the joint
efforts of NIPER Ahmedabad faculty- and staff in coordination with all seven NIPER
representatives who represented respective NIPERs during the counselling. Arrangement for
snacks and comfortable seating for both parents and students were done on campus, which
was appreciated by all the visitors.. MS counselling as followed by Ph.D. interviews for
different specialization by a panel of experts comprising of faculties from different NIPER's on
13th-14th July. The results of the interview and written exam were displayed the next day
(15th July 2019) and counselling was started from 12.00 pm onwards. To ensure fair practices
the entire event was video recorded and all registration related documents were diligently
maintained. The entire process ended with handing over of all student’s documents to
respective NIPERs for further processing at their end, thus bringing down the curtains on
NIPER JEE-2019.
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SHRI RAJNEESH TINGAL VISITED NIPER - A AND INAUGURATED THE FE- SEM
INSTRUMENT FACILITY OF THE INSTITUTE

On 23rd July 2019, Shri Rajneesh Tingal, Joint Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals,
Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers visited NIPER - Ahmedabad and inaugurated the FE- SEM
Instrument facility of the Institute.
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Students Admitted during 2019-20
NIPER-Ahmedabad has a total sanctioned intake of total of 112 Masters and 12 Ph.D. students.
NIPER-Ahmedabad has conducted an orientation program for the M.S. Pharm. batch 2019-20
during 29 July 2019 to 30 July 2019. The statistics of students admitted in various programs at
NIPER-Ahmedabad is shown below.
Discipline

No. of Students admitted
Ph.D

M.S.Pharm.

Biotechnology

01

11

Medicinal Chemistry

03

17

Medical Devices

-

11

Natural Products

01

11

Pharmaceutical Analysis

02

22

Pharmacology & Toxicology

03

18

Pharmaceutics

02

22
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The New Student Orientation Program 2019
The New Student Orientation Program is designed to support new students as they begin
their journey at NIPER – Ahmedabad. This Orientation Program is mandatory for all students
entering NIPER _Ahmedabad. During this program, the coordinators gradually introduce new
students to life at the NIPER – Ahmedabad, from academics and community norms to
resources and support services. The orientation program for the year 2019 entrant students
of NIPER – Ahmedabad was held between 29th July 2019 to 30th July 2019. The program
included a series of extended events that provides an introduction to the stimulating
intellectual and social environment at NIPER – Ahmedabad, as well as the abundant resources
available in the institute.

New students accompanied by their family members arrived on 28th July 2019 to check in the
hostel. Additional details about this program have been shared with the students in-hand by
the coordinators of Orientation Program (Dr.Dinesh Kumar and Dr.Ravi Shah).
The New Student Orientation Program was designed to:
•

To help students navigate the environment of a research tuned academic institute and meet
fellow incoming students.

•

Familiarize students with the standards of the Institutes and principles of its academic community

•

Help students navigate the campus and identify the many resources available

•

Present tips and key information that will make students' first days, and their transition to NIPER
– Ahmedabad, go smoothly!

•

Introduce students to faculty, staff and existing students of the Institute

•

Acquaint students with the history and traditions of NIPER – Ahmedabad within the context of the
history of NIPER’s.
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•

Share a portrait of the incoming class in all its diversity and richness as new students are
welcomed into the vibrant community

On the first day of Student Orientation Program, the new students including their
accompanied family members were introduced to the campus. The Dean, Dr. Pallab
Bhattacharya gave the words of confidence to all parents that their students are in a safe and
responsible umbrella; and that whole NIPER team will take parental care of their wards.
Followed by this inspiration session, the Director “ Prof. Kiran Kalia”, Director NIPER Ahmedabad welcomed the students and motivated them to dream big and fulfill all their
scientific dreams to make NIPER - Ahmedabad a world class Institute, narrated a quick outline
about the Institutes faculty members, grants received publications, national and international
collaboration, Industrial MOUs, and other achievements of the institute. She also opened a
parent's forum where all parents and relatives of new students were encouraged to put
forward their queries as well as seek resourceful resolutions to the same. The faculty
members of NIPER-Ahmedabad also talked about their educational background and their
thrust area of research and details of their teaching portfolio.

Shri Ketan R Patel, Chairman Board of Governors, NIPER – Ahmedabad addressed the
Students at the Orientation Programme 2019
Chief Guest Dr. Suman Govil, Sr. Advisor, Department of Biotechnology, GoI. addressed the
Students at the Orientation Programme 2019.
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Dr. Sridhar Desikan
“Chief Guest Dr. Sridhar Desikan, Vice President Formulation R&D, Dr. Reddy’s Laboratory,
Hyderabad delivered a very inspiring and eye-opener talk on the topic “Career in Pharma
R&D"
As a part of Orientation Programme 2019. delivered Orientation speech by our Chief Guest
Dr. V Nagarajan, Chairman & Head, Neurosciences Research & Translational task force, ICMR ,
New Delhi.
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Publications
01

02

Satarupa Deb, Muhammed Khairujjaman Mazumder, Ankumoni
Dutta, Banashree Chetia Phukan, Pallab Bhattacharya, Rajib
Paul, Anupom Borah. “Therapeutic implications of antiinflammatory natural products in Alzheimer’s disease” Discovery
and Development of Anti-Inflammatory Agents from Natural
Products: Natural Product Drug Discovery, Elsevier, 2019, pp.241258. doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-816992-6.00008-5
Abstract: Alzheimer disease (AD) is the most common progressive
neurodegenerative disorder and is characterized by the formation of extraneuronal
amyloid plaques and intraneuronal hyperphosphorylated tau proteins, which cause
neuronal dysfunction and death. Hyperactivated astrocytes and microglia, referred
to as neuroinflammation, have been documented as a prima facie mechanism of
neurodegeneration in AD. Although several synthetic anti-inflammatory agents have
been designed to ameliorate AD pathology, no agents have succeeded as potential
drug candidates, largely owing to their adverse side effects. A wide range of studies
have reported the anti-inflammatory potentials of various plant- and animal-based
natural products, unveiling their therapeutic implications in managing AD. This
chapter covers th major scientific work carried out in an attempt to discover the
mechanisms of their action and understand their safety profiles. We hope to spread
knowledge regarding the benefits of using these bioactive compounds against
neuroinflammation in AD.
Shital P. Patil, Ashutosh Goswami, Kiran Kalia, Abhijeet S. Kate.
(2019) Plant-Derived Bioactive Peptides: A Treatment to Cure
Diabetes, International Journal of Peptide Research and
Therapeutics. 1-14. doi.org/10.1007/s10989-019-09899-z
Abstract:- Recent advances in analytical techniques have opened new
opportunities for plant-based drug discovery in the field of peptide
and proteins. Enzymatic hydrolysis of plant parent proteins forms bioactive peptides
which are explored in the treatment of various diseases. In this review, we will discuss
the identified plant-based bioactive proteins and peptides and the in vitro, in vivo results
for the treatment of diabetes. Extraction, isolation, characterization and commercial
utilization of plant proteins is a challenge for the pharmaceutical industry as plants
contain several interfering secondary metabolites. The market of peptide drugs for the
treatment of diabetes is growing at a fast rate. Plant-based bioactive peptides might
open up new opportunities to discover economic lead for the management of various
diseases.

03

Prasoon Kumar, Prashant Agrawal, Kaushik Chatterjee. (2019)
Challenges and opportunities in blood flow through porous
substrate: A design and interface perspective of dried blood spot,
Journal of Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Analysis.175,112772,
doi.org/10.1016/j.jpba.2019.07.020
Abstract:- Blood microsampling is desired in clinical, pharmaceutical
and biomedical fields to overcome the challenges of conventional whole blood sampling.
One of the popular methods for blood microsampling is the dried blood spot (DBS) kit
and the collected sample is subsequently used for bioanalysis. The current practice of
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DBS is simple to use, cheap and very well standardized from sample collection to
analysis. However, DBS suffers from several well documented challenges related to
blood spot formation such as varying hematocrit volume, thin layer chromatography
effect and subsequent bio-analysis resulting in a variable and ocassionally high failure
rate. A major source of these problems is our limited understanding of blood flow in
porous media under different ambient and material conditions.

Peer reviewed Abstract
Deepaneeta Sarmah , Harpreet Kaur , Kanchan Vats , Kiran Kalia , Dileep R Yavagal , Pallab
Bhattacharya. (2019) Abstract 429: Inflammasome Mediated Reduction of Myeloperoxidase
in Ischemic Stroke by Intra-arterial Mesenchymal Stem Cell Therapy, Arteriosclerosis,
Thrombosis, and Vascular Biology. 2019;39:A429
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